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Lyra Matrix Perspectives Submission Guidelines

1 About Perspectives

Lyra Matrix Perspectives is the essay and commentary arm of Lyra Matrix, distinct from
our peer-reviewed research paper track. Where the main journal publishes original research
requiring formal peer review, Perspectives exists for reasoned, well-argued writing that explores
ideas, synthesizes existing knowledge, questions assumptions, or connects disciplines — without
requiring original experimental data.

Perspectives pieces should still meet a high intellectual bar: clarity of argument, honesty about
evidence, and respect for the reader’s time and intelligence. Think of the standard as closer
to Scientific American, Aeon, Quanta Magazine, or The Conversation — accessible but never
shallow.

2 Who Can Contribute

Perspectives is open to:

e School students (secondary/high school level) writing on topics within their curiosity
or coursework

¢ Undergraduates across any discipline
e Postgraduate students and early-career researchers
e Independent scholars and researchers without institutional affiliation

¢ Established academics and professionals contributing outside their formal research
output

There is no minimum credential requirement. What matters is the quality, honesty, and clarity
of the thinking — not the author’s title. Submissions are evaluated on merit alone; author
identity, institution, and career stage are not review criteria (see Section 9, Blind Review).

3 Categories of Submissions

Category Description Typical
Length
Explainer Breaks down a complex scientific, mathemat- 800-1,800 words

ical, or philosophical concept for a general ed-
ucated audience
Opinion/Argument Takes a clear position on a scientific, ethical, 800-2,000 words
or academic question and defends it with ev-
idence and reasoning

Synthesis Essay Connects ideas across two or more disciplines 1,200-2,500
(e.g., physics and philosophy, biology and words
ethics)
Research  Reflec- A personal but rigorous reflection on a 800-1,500 words
tion research experience, failed hypothesis, or

methodological lesson
Book/Paper Re- Critical engagement with a recent book, pa- 600-1,200 words
view per, or major finding in a field
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Category Description Typical

Length

Student Spotlight ~ Short pieces by school/undergraduate stu- 500-1,000 words

dents introducing a topic they're passionate
about, written for peers

Word counts are guidelines, not hard limits. Editors may request expansion or trimming.

4 Manuscript Preparation Guidelines

4.1 Required Structure

Every submission must include, in this order:

1.

Title — Clear, specific, and non-clickbait. Avoid vague titles like “Thoughts on Physics”;
prefer “Why Entropy Isn’t Really About Disorder.”

Author Byline — Full name, current academic/professional status (e.g., “Grade 12
student, [School]” or “BSc candidate, [University]”), and optional affiliation.

Abstract/Summary — 2-4 sentences (not a formal academic abstract) previewing the
essay’s core argument or question, written for a curious general reader.

Main Body — Structured with clear subheadings for anything over 1,000 words.

Key Takeaways (optional but encouraged) — 2—4 bullet points at the end summarizing
the core insight.

References — Full citation list (see Section 6).

Author Note (optional) — 1-2 sentences on what prompted the piece.

4.2 Formatting Standards

e Font/Layout: Submit in a standard, clean format (Times New Roman/Georgia 12pt or

equivalent, 1.5 line spacing) if submitting as a document; Lyra Matrix’s online submission
form handles formatting for direct web submissions.

e Figures/Diagrams: Original figures preferred. If reproducing a figure from another

source, permission and full attribution are mandatory (see Section 7.3).

o Equations: Use LaTeX-style notation where relevant; Lyra Matrix supports rendered

math on the web platform.

¢ File formats accepted: .docx, .pdf, or direct submission via the Lyra Matrix web form

(Markdown supported).

5 Writing & Style Standards

1.

Clarity over jargon. Define technical terms on first use. Assume an intelligent reader
outside your specific subfield.

Active voice, direct argument. State your thesis early. Perspectives are not mystery
novels — tell the reader where you’re going.

Evidence-based reasoning. FEvery claim of fact should be traceable to a source, a
calculation, or clearly labeled personal observation/opinion.
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. Intellectual honesty. Acknowledge counterarguments and limitations of your own

position. A strong Perspective engages with disagreement rather than ignoring it.

No plagiarism, including self-plagiarism. Submissions must be original and not
substantially reproduce the author’s own previously published work without disclosure.

Tone. Confident but not arrogant; accessible but not condescending. Avoid absolutist
language (“science proves,” “everyone knows”) unless rigorously justified.

Inclusive language. Write for a global, diverse readership. Avoid culturally specific
idioms that don’t translate, and avoid assumptions about the reader’s background.

6 Citation & Referencing

Lyra Matrix accepts APA (7th edition) as the default citation style, with IEEE accepted for
engineering/CS-heavy pieces and Chicago accepted for humanities-leaning essays. Whichever
style is used, it must be applied consistently throughout the piece.

All factual claims, statistics, and direct quotations require a citation.

Popular science sources (articles, documentaries) are acceptable for Explainer and Stu-
dent Spotlight categories but should be supplemented with primary literature where
possible.

Research Reflection and Synthesis Essay categories are expected to cite primary peer-
reviewed literature where relevant claims are made.

A minimum of 3 credible sources is required for pieces over 1,000 words; shorter pieces
require at least 1-2.

Wikipedia may be used for initial orientation but should not be a final citation for
substantive claims.

7 Originality, Integrity & AI-Assistance Disclosure

7.1 Originality

All submissions must be the author’s own original work and not currently under review or
published elsewhere (in full or substantial part).

7.2 Al-Assistance Disclosure

Given Lyra Matrix’s identity as an Al-forward platform, we take a transparent, non-punitive
approach to Al tools:

Authors must disclose if generative Al tools were used for brainstorming, editing,
grammar-checking, or drafting assistance, via a short AI Use Statement at the end of
the submission (e.g., “Al tools were used for grammar review only” or “No Al tools were
used”).

Al tools may not be the primary source of the essay’s core argument, analysis, or factual
claims — the intellectual contribution must be the author’s own.

Fabricated or hallucinated citations (a known risk with Al-assisted writing) will result
in immediate rejection and, for repeat cases, a submission ban.
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7.3 Permissions & Attribution

Any reproduced figure, image, or extended quotation requires documented permission from the
rights holder or must fall under fair use/public domain, with full attribution provided.

7.4 Plagiarism Screening

All submissions are screened using plagiarism-detection tools before entering editorial review.
Matches above an acceptable originality threshold are returned to the author for revision or
rejected.

8 Ethical Standards

e Conflicts of interest (financial, institutional, or personal) relevant to the topic must

be disclosed in the Author Note.

Human /animal subjects: If an essay references personal research involving human or
animal subjects, the author must confirm appropriate ethical approval was obtained for
that underlying work.

Sensitive topics: Essays touching on mental health, self-harm, discrimination, or other
sensitive subject matter will receive additional editorial care and may include content
advisories.

Respectful discourse: Perspectives is a space for rigorous disagreement, not personal
attacks. Critiques of ideas, institutions, or published work are welcome; ad hominem
language is not.

9 Review & Editorial Process

1.

Initial Screening (3—5 business days): Editorial team checks for fit, originality, and
basic quality standards.

Blind Review: Where possible, submissions are reviewed with author identity withheld
to reduce bias — reviewers assess the piece on its merits alone.

Editorial Review (1-2 reviewers): At least one editor with relevant subject-matter
familiarity reviews for argument strength, factual accuracy, and clarity. Unlike full re-
search papers, this is not a formal double-blind peer review with anonymous external
referees — it is an editorial quality process appropriate to commentary writing.

. Feedback & Revision: Authors typically receive one round of editorial feedback with

specific, constructive suggestions. Revisions are expected within 2 weeks unless otherwise
arranged.

Decision: Accept, Accept with Minor Revisions, Major Revision Requested, or Not
Accepted for Publication. Rejections include brief, constructive reasoning — Lyra Matrix
does not send form-letter rejections.

Copyediting: Accepted pieces undergo a final copyedit pass for grammar, style consis-
tency, and formatting before publication.

Typical turnaround: 2-4 weeks from submission to publication decision.
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10 Submission Process

1. Prepare your manuscript per Sections 4-7 above.

2. Submit via the Lyra Matrix Perspectives submission form on the website (or by email to
the editorial inbox, if specified).

3. Include: manuscript file, a one-line pitch/summary, author bio (2-3 sentences), and the
Al Use Statement.

4. You will receive an automated confirmation upon submission and a status update once
initial screening is complete.

5. Track submission status through your Lyra Matrix contributor account (if applicable).

11 Copyright & Licensing

Consistent with Lyra Matrix’s open-access mission:
e Authors retain copyright of their work.

e Published Perspectives pieces are released under a Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY 4.0) license, allowing free redistribution and reuse with proper credit to the
author.

e Authors are free to republish their piece elsewhere after Lyra Matrix publication, with
acknowledgment of first publication on Lyra Matrix.

12 Post-Publication

e Corrections: Factual errors identified post-publication will be corrected promptly with
a visible correction note and timestamp.

¢ Reader Engagement: Perspectives pieces may include a comment or discussion feature;
authors are encouraged (not required) to engage with substantive reader responses.

¢ Retraction Policy: Serious integrity violations discovered post-publication (plagiarism,
fabrication) will result in retraction with a public notice explaining why.

13 Quick Checklist Before Submitting

Clear title and byline

2—4 sentence summary

Thesis stated within first 2-3 paragraphs

Subheadings used (if 1,000+ words)

All claims cited (minimum 3 sources for pieces over 1,000 words)
Citation style used consistently

Counterarguments/limitations acknowledged

AT Use Statement included

No plagiarism (self-checked)

O O0o0oo0ogooogoogao

Permissions secured for any reproduced figures/images
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[0 Conflicts of interest disclosed, if applicable

14 Contact

For questions about fit, category selection, or the submission process, contact the Lyra Matrix
Perspectives editorial team through the website’s editorial inbox before submitting if you're
unsure whether your idea fits.

Lyra Matriz is committed to making rigorous thinking accessible to everyone — from curious
school students to seasoned researchers. Perspectives exists to prove that good ideas don’t
require a PhD to be worth reading.

Version 1.0 — effective September 23, 2026. This document is the official submission standard for the
Lyra Matrix Perspectives section and remains in force until superseded by a revised version. It may be
revised by the Editorial Board of Lyra Matrix as the platform evolves; authors should always refer to the
latest version published at www.lyramatrix.com.

(©) 2026 Lyra Matrix. This document may be freely shared and reproduced for the purpose of preparing
a submission.
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